
The Magical World of Strega Nona  
& 26 Fairmount Avenue 

by Tomie dePaola 

We love Tomie dePaola so much, we’re 
reading TWO BOOKS this month for our 
family book club! 


The Magical World of Strega Nona includes a 
collection of stories about Strega Nona. If you’d like the audible version of the first story of 
Strega Nona, the illustrations are available when you purchase the audio book. Even if you get 
the audio book, the hardback treasury is definitely worth getting your hands on! 


26 Fairmount Avenue is the first in Tomie’s autobiographical chapter books about his 
childhood. There’s a whole series, and they are quite delightful.


Kids of many ages will probably enjoy these stories read aloud, but Strega Nona stories will 
appeal most to kids 3-7 and 26 Fairmount Avenue will appeal most to kids 7-10. 


Strega Nona: Bubble, Bubble, Pasta Pot! 
April 16, 2018 

Make an Italian dinner, of course! In the back of The Magical World of Strega Nona, you’ll find 
recipes for Strega Nona pasta, bruschetta, pasta sauces, a simple soup, and Tomie’s salad 
(served after the main course at a traditional Italian dinner). We’ll be sharing recipes in the 
member forum, as well, so hop on over there for ideas!


You can serve your family’s Italian dinner any time it works for you, but many of us will be doing 
this on Monday, April 16th, in anticipation of the Author Access with Tomie on April 18th, while 
we read aloud the Strega Nona stories.


Be sure to share pictures with us on the forum or on social media, using the hashtag 
#readaloudrevival
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26 Fairmount Avenue: Watch Snow White & the Seven Dwarfs 
April 16, 2018 

Watch the Disney version of Snow White— the same one Tomie saw as a child in the theater. 
Movies are a great way to practice asking Great Conversation questions (What does Snow 
White want, and why can’t she have it? What does this story remind you of?). You get an entire 
plot line and characters in just an hour and a half. 


Responding to movies with these questions helps our kids grow into discerning viewers. It also 
makes for a really fun evening! Use some of the questions in the next section to talk about the 
movie, if you’d like.


Ask any of these questions to spark a conversation. Remember that asking compelling 
questions is more important than getting compelling answers, so just enjoy the conversation 
that unfolds. You can ask these questions to kids of any age for a meaningful discussion.


Questions about Strega Nona:  

You can ask these questions about any of the stories about Strega Nona and her friends.


What does Big Anthony want, and why can’t he have it?


Should Big Anthony have done that? Why or why not?


Who is the most considerate in this story?


Who does Strega Nona remind you of?


What is something from this story that you don’t want to forget?


Questions about 26 Fairmount Avenue: 

What does Tomie want, and why can’t he have it?


How is Nana Upstairs like Tomie? How are they different?


What is Tomie most afraid of?


What surprised you most about this story?


Who is the most foolish in this story?
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Meet Tomie dePaola  
in Premium Membership 
April 18, 2018 
4pm Pacific/5pm Mountain 
6pm Central/7pm Eastern 

Your family can meet Tomie dePaola LIVE in 
Read-Aloud Revival Premium Membership. 


Details are here → https://readaloudrevival.com/
author-events/tomie-depaola/


Submit questions for Tomie by April 15th. You 
can submit them at the link above. 


Tomie dePaola is one of the most celebrated, 
award-winning children’s book authors and 
illustrators of all time. He is, in fact, Sarah 
Mackenzie’s very favorite picture book creator… 
ever! 


He has written and/or illustrated over 260 books for children, with nearly 25 million copies sold 
around the world. Visit his website: tomie.com


Related Reading 
You can’t go wrong with anything by Tomie. Here are just a few of our favorites:


Charlie Needs a Cloak 
The Art Lesson 
Nana Upstairs and Nana Downstairs 
The Cloud Book 
The Popcorn Book 
Big Anthony: His Story 
Big Anthony and the Magic Ring 
The Knight and the Dragon 
Tomie dePaola’s Book of Bible Stories 
Pancakes for Breakfast 
The rest of the books in the 26 Fairmount Avenue series: Here We All Are, On My Way, What a 
Year!, Things Will Never Be the Same, I’m Still Scared, Why?: The War Years, For the duration: 
The War Years
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